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What does the Planning Dept. think? 

CCN-OB recently submitted an FOI to Oak 

Bay to obtain a copy of the Municipal Staff 

response to OBUC’s application. Many of 

the concerns they raised are similar to 

those the neighbourhood has raised.  The 

new development team will have to 

address these issues: 

• Significant variances from the OCP 

and Zoning Bylaw.  

• Density far above that of the 

surrounding area.  

• Building scale and massing too large 

for the site and area. The Church 

building is overwhelmed.   

• Project design not reflective of the 

church or neighbourhood. 

• Protected tree loss and harm to others, 

tree canopy insufficient.  

• Energy provisions in the Building Code 

not met.  

• Area infrastructure (water, sewer and 

roads) inadequate to accommodate 

project. 

• Insufficient attention to Church and 

Threshold House heritage value.  

• Need to consider retaining Threshold 

House for its heritage look, use as a 

buffer, and alternative form of 

affordable housing.   

• Significant parking deficiencies.  

• Community amenity contribution not 

adequately detailed. 

See www.ccn-oakbay.com/oak-bay-foi  

for the full document.

 

THE UNCERTAINTY 

CONTINUES. 
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What can I do? How can I help? 

Speak out to STOP 
overdevelopment! 

Demand a transparent 

process from Municipal Hall: 

• Visit the Concerned Citizens website 

for a list of contacts at Oak Bay 

Municipal Hall.  

• Write letters.  

• Send emails.  

• Talk to the Mayor and Councilors. 

• Put a sign on your lawn  

• Wear a button. 

• Write a letter to the Times Colonist 

• Write a letter to Oak Bay News. 

Want more information?  

Want to know who we are? 

Contact the Concerned Citizens 

Community Association of South Oak Bay 

Email: ccn-ob@shaw.ca 

Visit: www.ccn-oakbay.com 
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Back to the Drawing Board! 
On August 13, 2018 

the Oak Bay United 

Church (OBUC) 

filed a Rezoning & 

Development 

Application to build 

96 units attached to 

the church, 

demolishing existing 

office, thrift shop 

and Threshold 

House. 

 

 

All details of this application have disappeared from the OBUC website 

and have been replaced with:  

“Feasibility Assessment Underway for the Affordable Housing Initiative 

“Oak Bay United Church is pleased to announce that the Property Resource Team 

(from the Pacific Mountain Region of The United Church of Canada) will be 

undertaking a feasibility assessment of redevelopment options for our site at Granite 

and Mitchell Streets in Oak Bay.  

“This feasibility period will ensure that any potential redevelopment option(s) under 

consideration will value neighbourhood enhancement while creating much needed 

purpose-built rental housing, community space and infrastructure for Oak Bay 

residents.”  

See www.oakbayunitedchurch.ca/affordablehousinginitiative for more information. 

Not quite Square One. 

The OBUC has not withdrawn the 

Development Proposal lodged with the 

District of Oak Bay on August 13, 2018. 

The Property Resource Team Lead has 

met with some of our members. It was an 

informative and productive meeting. 

The CCN-OB members emphasized that 

the neighbourhood recognizes that 

something will happen on the church site, 

but that we have always wanted it to be 

one that BOTH the neighbourhood and the 

church could support.  

We wait to see if the new team will engage 

with the community in a meaningful way.  

The PRT’s Feasibility Study is underway 

and it is expected they will report their 

findings in late September/ early October. 

They admit it is a difficult site. 

Breaking News: See  

www.ccn-oakbay.com/oak-bay-foi  

for details of 

the OakBay 

Planning 

department’s 

initial response 

to the 

application 

submitted 
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